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Greetings my Brothers, and Happy Holidays. As we enter the
holiday season, it gives us a moment to reflect on those things
that are important to us, those people who mean the most to us,
the lives that we have touched, and those that have touched us.
It is time for us to mourn and remember those who we have
lost, Nelson Mandela, Oliver W. Parson, parents, siblings, family members, friends who we miss dearly. It is also time to embrace new beginnings, new relationships, new additions to the
family, new jobs, new Brothers. As we approach the new year,
it gives us a chance to RESET, to start over, to accomplish
those goals that may have alluded us the previous year. It also
leads us to January 5, our Founders Day, a time where we all
are given a chance to Rededicate ourselves to the ideas and principals that make this fraternity
great, Brotherhood, Service, ACHIEVEMENT.
When I first spoke to you as Polemarch of this illustrious Chapter, I noted that I would like the
Chapter to continue to B.U.I.L.D.
Build a stronger Bond amongst the Brothers in the Chapter, the City, the Province, and the Fraternity as a whole.
Build up our Underserved community, primarily through our Social Action and Guide Right
Communities.
Build our sense of Interdependence, so that we can all answer Yes to the question of “Am I My
Brother’s Keeper?” So that we all can embrace the reality of “What affects One, Affects All”.
Build our chapter’s future Leaders, through our Training for Leadership, having more of our
younger Brothers assuming Leadership roles and responsibilities in the Chapter as we continue to
prepare for tomorrow today.
Finally, we are continuing to Build our Dynasty, through our use of Social Media and our collaborative efforts with other organizations, our Diamond continues to shine Bright.
We have worked diligently to BUILD over the last few months, but the Road ahead of us is very
rough and rugged. We still have hard work to do and Heavy loads to lift. For us to overcome the
struggle we are going to need contributions from everyone, but there is no group of men that I
would rather go into battle with than my Brothers of the New York Alumni Chapter.
So my Brothers enjoy your Holiday festivities, lets try not to have too much egg nog, then lets
get ready to Work!!!!
Your Brother,
Julian Bobb
Polemarch
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Although serving the fraternity he loved dearly meant a
lot to him, serving his country and community was of
equal importance to Brother Parson. Upon
graduation from college, he enlisted into
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the U.S. Army and became a paratrooper. He became a member of the 555th
Parachute Infantry Battalion, the socalled Triple Nickels, which was the
first African-American paratroop unit in the United
States military. He also
served his community, as
Brother Parson was a member of the New York City
Police Department. He
would, however, leave the
force to become a special
education teacher before
transitioning to school administration. He worked his
way up the latter and became
Superintendent of the
Bronx Public Schools. AfBro. Parson and Bro.
ter 30 years of service, he
Johnson fellowshipping
retired from the school sysafter monthly chapter
meeting.
tem in 1987.

But perhaps atop Brother Parson’s many
accomplishments in all his years of service
in NYA, was when the chapter burned its
mortgage of the four story brownstone in
1952 under his administration.
It’s affectionately called the
Kappa Kastle by brothers
within the chapter and around
the country. Today, the Kappa
Kastle is still standing, and it’s
been the chapters’ most coveted treasure for decades. It’s
the place where the chapter
gathers for monthly fraternal
meetings as well as the place
thousands of people have visited for social events and other
festivities for decades.

6

Reginald F. Lewis

7

Halloween Haunted
House

10

Fly Rhythm
Steppers

11

Read complete story starting on page 8.

Fly Rhythm Steppers
“It’s my life. It brings me
full circle from when I
started (stepping) in 1980,
Brother Rodriguez said,
speaking about his love for
teaching these youth how
to step. “I can’t step
anymore, so this is me

passing my legacy on.”
And Brother Rodriguez has
been doing just that for
over six years. But what
really makes this
outstanding group of young
people standout, especially
during their performances,

is their unbelievable
display of precision and
cohesiveness. Brother
Rodriguez said that’s
attributed to the hard work
they put in practice.
Read complete story
starting on page 11.

Editors Message

Brother’s All,
I am pleased to present to you the second edition of The Hamer Observer.
This edition is rather special because it
highlights the life and legacy of our
beloved Brother, and Polemarch Emeri-

tus of this great chapter, Oliver W. Parson. I felt that it was important that we as
a chapter recognized Brother Parson
through this fairly new initiative, so that
those brothers who might not have had the
opportunity to ever meet him, could see
how much he did not only for New York
Alumni, but also Kappa Alpha Psi as a
whole. This edition also includes some of
the events that we have held dating as far
back as March of 2013.
We should be proud that the work that we
have accomplished together throughout
the last couple of years, is gaining recognition not only from the Northeastern
Province, but also the Grand Chapter. I
believe Brother Parson is looking down
on us from heaven and is extremely
pleased that we are continuing to do the
work of Kappa.
With that said, I believe that there is still a
ton of work to do. The Harlem community needs our help. Families are struggling
to survive. Children are fatherless and
need mentors. The homeless need food
and shelter. Nonetheless, there is no

doubt in my mind that we will answer the
call, just as we always have since 1937.
As we approach our 77th anniversary, I
have never been more pleased with the
state of our chapter. I also believe that we
are on the move to doing bigger and better
things. After all, we are the chapter of
Lewis and Ashe, Sutton and Parson, Butts
and Hicks. Let us continue to be that shinning light not only in the Northeastern
Province, but in all of Kappa Alpha Psi,
and continue to utilize The Hamer Observer as a platform to illustrate the great work
our chapter does.

YITB,
Brother Andrew Johnson
Reporter New York Alumni
Editor-in-Chief
Hamer Observer

Assistant Editors Message
heart. I have seen brothers step up and
take on new challenges, new members
coming into the chapter and jumping
straight to work, and most importantly,
brothers coming together during a great
loss that this chapter experienced. We
constantly pour our hearts and souls into
this chapter and this newsletter captures
just a small snippet of that.

As we take a moment to reflect back on
the past months, know that this is only
possible through our hard work and
commitment to serve our community.
As the need becomes greater, we continue to accept the challenge. Keeping the
community in the forefront of our objectives is very important. They are leaning
and depending on us to fill that void that
is missing.
In the last newsletter, I spoke about the
closing of one chapter and the opening
of a new one. This chapter that we are
currently writing has really touched my

As we continue to pour our hearts and
souls into this chapter, let us keep in mind
the spirit of brotherhood. Remember, you
can’t chose your family however you can
choose to love and support your family
despite all their short comings. Brothers, I
leave you with this poem.
A Kappa’s Konfession
By Bro. Mazin Siddiq
Eta Chapter SPR 97
I decided to Kommit, I agreed to serve.
I accepted the challenge, I memorized the
words.
I carried the load, I took the slack.
I shed a tear for Kappa, but I never looked
back.
I boarded a ship, and Kompleted my journey.
Like the many still to come, and the warriors that Krossed before me.

I battle the beast of fear, I stood victorious
upon my hill.
I proved to those who doubted me, the
strength of my iron will.
I carry my shield proudly, even though many
no longer do.
A lifetime of Kommitment can sure make a
liar out of you.
As my work in Kappa grows harder, and the
rewards become less,
I find myself well trained for life’s adversities, pressures, and stress.
Oh the Big Brothers warned me, how hard it
will be.
The hate, the jealousy, the fear they’ll have
of me.
My presence demands attention, achievements in every stride.
My diamond shines brightly with dignity,
Konfidence, and pride.
And when it’s all over and I’m Kommited to
the ground,
Chapter Invisible is where I’ll be found.
For my work as a Kappa will never be Komplete, until
The Founders invite me to their table, and
DIGGS offers me a seat.

YITB,
Shamel Duncan
Assistant Editor
The Hamer Observer

KASINO ROYALE: BLACK & WHITE AFFAIR
ish the competitive
atmosphere the
event has become
accustomed to.

The New York Alumni Chapter
celebrated its 76th anniversary
at the Eastwood Manor in the
Bronx on Feb. 16, 2013. NYA
members, their families and
friends of the chapter all gathered together for an enjoyable
evening
that was
full of
good food
and entertainment.
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As is custom with
the chapters biggest and
most notable event of
the year, the evening
was centered on a casino
theme, and table games
were setup for guests to
play. And even though
there weren’t any grand
prizes handed out to the
top chip holders at the
end of the evening this
year, that didn’t dimin-

After an enjoyable
buffet style
dinner, the
chapter took
time out to reflect on its 76
years of rich
history as well
as recognize several individuals. The Mattie B. Parson
Service Award was introduced for the first time. The
first two recipients were Dr.
Vanessa Bobb and Mrs.
Sherrie Zenon for their hard

work and commitment to servicing their communities as well as
their support of the chapter. The
chapter also presented Fraternal
Spirit Awards for the first time to
Brothers George Rodriguez and

James Moore for their continuous
contributions
that they have
made in service
of NYA.
At the conclusion of the
awards ceremony, guests gathered on the ballroom dance
floor and
danced to a variety of music
including old school and
new school classics. All in
all, it was another wonderful
celebration of the chapters’
anniversary.

NYAF: REGINALD F. LEWIS SCHOLARSHIP LUNCHEON
The New York Alumni Foundation has served
as one of the most important committees within
the New York Alumni chapter since its inception in 1992. Yes, the foundation provides
scholarships to college bound young men annually. But there is a greater purpose to the NYAF.
And that is to provide our youth with a support
system comprised of brothers in whom they can
rely on for help and guidance not only throughout their matriculation in college, but for a lifetime.
Scholarship recipients are pictured with Congressman Hakeem Jeffries,
Eighth District of New York.

On April 21, 2013 that commitment remained
intact when the NYAF held its annual Reginald
F. Scholarship Luncheon at the United Federation of Teachers located in lower Manhattan.
Five young men were awarded scholarships. The Oliver Sutton Memorial Scholarship was presented to
Nicholas Raven from Riverdale County Day School. The Albert G. Oliver Memorial Scholarship was
presented to Gregory Whyte from Cardinal Spellman High School. The Ernest M. Wood Memorial
Scholarship was presented to Kristopher L. Harris from the Academy for the Advancement of Science
and Technology. The Melvin Taylor Memorial Scholarship was presented to Brother Kavaneet Dhami
from the Delta Eta chapter at the University of Pennsylvania. And the Joseph Greene Memorial Scholarship was presented to Brother Javaun Francis from Chi chapter at Boston University.
Each of these young men gave brief remarks and thanked the NYAF for their scholarship. They also
spoke about their goals and commitment to achieving them.
Perhaps the highlight of the event was the keynote address that was given by Brother Congressman Hakeem Jeffries of Brooklyn, NY. Brother Jeffries gave an inspiring speech in which he charged the
awardees to strive for excellence. He also told them to not be afraid of failure, but to put your best foot
forward in all that you desire to achieve.
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The event ended with a special
community service award that was
presented to New York City Councilwoman Leticia James and to
Brother Sean Davenport. Also, five
out of the seven major candidates
running for the office of Mayor
came by to offer their congratulations to the scholarship recipients. It
should also be noted that the event
netted over $14,000 in scholarships.
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The life & Legacy of Brother, Oliver W. Parson
has meant more or done more for
New York Alumni, than Oliver
Wendell Parson.

It all began 77 years ago, on February 20, 1937 to be exact. That
was the day when 42 Kappa
men’s dream to establish the first
alumni chapter in the state of
New York became a reality. And
since that very day, the New
York Alumni Chapter of Kappa
Alpha Psi Fraternity, Incorporated has been a chapter of tremendous achievement.
But you cannot reflect on NYA’s
achievements, without thinking
of all the members who have
contributed to the chapter’s success over the years. Nor could
you think about the legacy of
NYA, without thinking about
some of the chapters and fraternity’s most distinguished members
coming to mind, including Percy
Sutton, Arthur Ashe, Reginald F.
Lewis, Calvin O. Butts III and
Jonathan P. Hicks.
And even though those illustrious
men, along with hundreds of others, will forever be a part of the
chapters rich tradition. No one
The Hammer Observer
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Brother Parson was initiated into
the Alpha Xi chapter at Florida
A&M University in the fall of
1941. After graduating college
and serving in the U.S. military
for a number of years, he moved to
New York City and joined NYA.
He was a dedicated member for
more than six decades, and served
in more roles
within the chapter
than any other
NYA member can
recall. He also
served as Polemarch of the
chapter seven
times, which ultimately resulted in
the title of
“Polemarch
Emeritus” being
bestowed upon
him. He was also
a brother who elevated the chapters’ notoriety, not
only on the provincial level, but also on the grand
chapter level. And because of his
commitment to turn NYA into one
of the most prominent alumni
chapters in the fraternity, brothers
in the bond today, whether near or
far, are well aware of the legacy
and tradition of New York Alumni.
Even Brother Julian Bobb, the current Polemarch of New York
Alumni, can attest to what Brother
Parson meant to the chapter.
“New York Alumni Chapter is
thriving today, due in no small

measure to the life that Oliver
Wendell Parson breathed into
Chapter in the 50+ years that he
was a member of NYA.” Brother
Bobb said. “Polemarch Emeritus
Parson knew the pulse of the Chapter, he knew who to plead, who to
prod, who to flatter, in order to get
the most out of the Brothers for the
betterment of the Chapter. His aim
was for NYA was to be the Crown

Jewel in the Northeastern Province.”
The list goes on and on about
Brother Parson’s many accomplishments in the chapter and fraternity.
You could talk about when he
served as a board member for the
Northeastern Province. You could
talk about the role he and his wife
played in elevating Greek life in
New York City. You could talk
about him receiving the James M.
Kidd Award, the highest honor bestowed by the Northeastern Prov-

ince. You could even talk about
how NYA is highlighted in the
The Story of Kappa Alpha Psi,
the official historical publication
of the fraternity, because of his
leadership.
But perhaps atop Brother Parson’s many accomplishments in
all his years of service in NYA,
was when the chapter burned its
mortgage of the four story
brownstone in 1952 under his

There’s no question service was a
large portion of Brother Parson’s
life, but it was still only a portion
of phenomenal man he was. Oliver
Wendell Parson was a loving husband to his beautiful wife, Mattie,
nearly all of the 62 years of their
marriage, until her passing in 2011.
He was a phenomenal father to his
daughter, Dawn, and all of his
grandchildren in whom he adored.

He was a tremendous mentor to a
host of individuals whom confided
in him and looked to him for guidance in life. And he was also a selfless, loving, dedicated and great
Kappa man, whose contributions to
NYA and Kappa Alpha Psi for 71
years, will never be forgotten.

Brother Parson once said “Kappa
has no life per se, the only life it
has is that which we the brothers
give it.” For more than seven decades, he gave Kappa life. It was a
life of service, brotherhood, and
love. And even though he has
passed onto chapter invisible, he
has passed us the torch to continue
to do the work of Kappa with the
same vigor and love.
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administration. It’s affectionately called the Kappa Kastle by
brothers within the chapter and
around the country. Today, the
Kappa Kastle is still standing,
and it’s been the chapters’ most
coveted treasure for decades. It’s
the place where the chapter gathers for monthly fraternal meetings as well as the place thousands of people have visited for
social events and other festivities
for decades.

Although serving the fraternity he
loved dearly meant a lot to him,
serving his country and community
was of equal importance to Brother
Parson. Upon graduation from
college, he enlisted into the U.S.
Army and became a paratrooper.
He became a member of the 555th
Parachute Infantry Battalion, the so
-called Triple Nickels, which was
the first African-American paratroop unit in the United States military. He also served his community, as Brother
Parson was a
member of the
New York City
Police Department. He
would, however, leave the
force to become a special
education
teacher before
transitioning to
school administration. He
worked his
way up the latter and became
Superintendent
of the Bronx
Public
Schools. After
30 years of
service, he retired from the school system in
1987.
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Haunted House at the Kappa Kastle
Children in the Harlem community don’t look forward to Halloween every year to go trick-ortreating. Instead, their minds are set on something
more exciting. Something that only takes place at
472 W. 141st street. And that would be none other
than New York Alumni’s Haunted House at the
Kappa Kastle.
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Hundreds of children and parents came out to take
part in what has become one of NYA’s annual signature events. In fact, there was a line of people that
extended down the street and wrapped around the block. But despite the large number of people in attendance, all who desired to walk the decorated halls of the Kastle, were able to do so.
Many brothers from the chapter came out to not only help setup, but also work the event. Every floor of
the Kastle was setup with different Halloween decorations. Brothers were dressed as goblins throughout
the house, popping out of corners and spooking children as they walked through the haunted maze.
It was truly a great evening and many of the children and parents who attended didn’t leave without extending their thanks to the chapter. They also mentioned their anticipation for returning next year.
This particular event has always been important to the
chapter because it’s an opportunity to give the children
and members of this community a unique experience
that they can cherish for a lifetime. That has always
been the chapter’s mission, and we look forward to upholding that commitment every year.

GUIDE RIGHT: THE FLY RHYTHM STEPPERS
At P.S. 94 Kings College Pre-

to step. “I can’t step anymore, so
this is me passing my legacy on.”

paratory School in the Bronx,
there is a group of talented young
people that have served as the
ambassadors of our Guide Right
program for a number of years.
They call themselves the “Fly
Rhythm Steppers.”

And Brother Rodriguez has been
doing just that for over six years.
But what really makes this outstanding group of young people
standout, especially during their
performances, is their unbelievable

This group
is a hallmark of
our Guide
Right program, and
is led by
Brother
George
Rodriguez.
They meet
for four hours per week for step
practice throughout the school
year. And since the program’s
inception in 2007, the group has
performed in a host of competitions, and has also been asked to
perform for many other programs
and events. The Fly Rhythm
Steppers are no stranger to the
spotlight, as they have demonstrated their talents in front
of crowds of more than 400 people.

“They always want to do something,” Brother Rodriguez said. “If
there’s a kid not getting a step
right, other kids will be quick to
volunteer and help teach the step.”
Maybe that’s why the Fly
Rhythm Steppers have been
so successful over the
years. Maybe that’s why
they’re asked to perform at
events throughout New
York City time and time
again. It’s because of the
atmosphere Brother Rodriguez has created amongst
the group, an atmosphere of
hard work, dedication and
togetherness. And even
though former students
can’t participate in competitions once they’ve graduat-

In New York Alumni, not only are
we privileged to have such a talented group of young people be a part
of our Guide Right program year
after year, but we
are also blessed to
have a brother in
our chapter who
has been making a
difference in the
lives of these
young people.
“Whatever I’ve
done wrong in
this world, I’m
doing right with
this,” Brother Rodriguez said.
There’s no question Brother Rodriguez has been a positive role model
for these children. And for some,
he’s served as a father figure. And
as a chapter who is seeking to continually develop and elevate our
Guide Right program, let us follow
in the footsteps of Brother Rodriguez and be a positive influence in
the lives of our youth.
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There’s a reason why this group
makes New York Alumni’s
Guide Right program special and
unlike any other program in all of
Kappa Alpha Psi. It’s because of
the hard work and dedication
Brother Rodriguez has dedicated
to this initiative over the years.
This program means a lot to him.
“It’s my life. It brings me full
circle from when I started
(stepping) in 1980, Brother Rodriguez said, speaking about his
love for teaching these youth how

display of precision and cohesiveness. Brother Rodriguez said that’s
attributed to the hard work they put
in practice.

ed, it doesn’t stop them from coming back to help out the new students with practices and performances.
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